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FULL TOWN COUNCIL MEETING
Monday, 5th September 2011 at 7pm at Ockwells
	Councillors present:  Cllr D Tetlow (Chairman)

	Cllr B Beasley
	Cllr G Chapman
	Cllr M Clarke
	Cllr Colmer

	Cllr A Dentith
	Cllr L Forrester
	Cllr J Harmer
	Cllr M Hatton

	Cllr A Jensen
	Cllr J Norman
	Cllr L Forrester
	Cllr R Szybiak



There were also 2 members of the public present. 
The fire evacuation procedures were made known to all present before commencement of the meeting.    
Public Question Time - No questions received.
M I N U T E S

	11.30
	Apologies for Absence

Apologies were received from Councillors R Case and T Robertson. 

	11.31  
	Declarations of Interest

Name

Item

Type of Interest

Nature of Interest

Action

Cllr P Colmer
7
Personal
Member of the Shadow Community Operations Board/Vice-Chair of the Area Board
Did not speak and did not vote 
Cllr  A Jensen

7

Personal

Member of the Shadow Community Operations Board
Spoke and voted

Cllr R Szybiak

7

Personal
Chair of the Shadow Community Operations Board
Spoke and voted



	11.32
	Chairman’s Announcements  

i)  The Chairman confirmed that no election would be called to fill the casual vacancy for a Town Councillor and the co-option process had started.  It was hoped that a new Member would be selected at the Full Town Council meeting on 17th October
ii)  Interviews had taken place for the post of Administrator/Receptionist and an appointment was about to be made. Councillors passed their thanks on to Mrs Carole Nash who had been working for the Council for almost 3 years 
iii)  Best wishes were passed onto all who had worked hard towards the Judging Day for the Britain in Bloom Champion of Champions competition on 2 August. The results were to be announced on Sunday, 26th September 
iv) Congratulations were passed to the organisers of the Cricklade Show – another success for this annual event.



	11.33

	Minutes

The minutes of the meeting of the Full Town Council held on Monday, 25th July 2011 were adopted as a true record and signed by the Chairman.


	11.34
	Policing Issues

Sgt Martin Alvis updated Members about the most recent issues. These were that:
·  There had been some minor criminal damage from a small number of incidents over the previous 2-3 weeks resulting in some fines

·  The recent spate of graffiti had not recurred since the August Bank Holiday weekend 
·  Recorded violent crime in the Community Area was down 7.8% on the 2010 figures
·  Latest figures also showed the Wootton Bassett & Cricklade Community Area had the lowest number of offences relating to criminal damage in the county
·  The new 101 number would replace the existing 0845 number as from Monday, 19th September. Part of a national campaign, the new number would be specifically for non emergency reporting.  Calls would cost a flat rate of 15p regardless of call length.  And the existing 0845 system would be phased out once there was confidence that the new system was fully operational.
During a Suspension of Standing Orders, local resident, Mr P Davies of Galley Orchard, asked for an update on the problems around non-enforcement relating to the 20mph limit in Calcutt Street and the High Street particularly in relation to the ordering of the metro-counters, Speed Indicator Devices (SIDs), progress on the voluntary Speed Watch campaign and floral covering of speed restriction signage.  He also commented that, with the lack of enforcement of the new speed limit, the works undertaken were not proving cost effective. The Chair of the Cricklade Action Partnership, Mr Chris Morley, commented further that metro counters had not, in the past, been placed in the most appropriate places.
Sgt Alvis set out the problems around enforcing the new speed limit which was dictated by national policy.  And said that the statistics showed that a speed limit of 20mph had the effect of slowing traffic to between 21-29mph.  

Cllr Colmer confirmed that training had been requested for 12 volunteers for the Speed Watch scheme.  This would cover the Common Hill and Malmesbury Road areas.  And the Chairman confirmed that enforcement issues were being taken up via the Area Board and its Highways Transport Working Group.



	11.35
	Town Clerk’s Report

Members NOTED the report as follows:

	
	11.20
Consultation on St Sampson’s Infant School and St Sampson’s Church of England Junior School – At the Full Town Council meeting on 25th July and in response to a consultation exercise, Members had resolved that, with some reservations, Cricklade Town Council was in favour of a proposal to join St Sampson’s Infant School and St Sampson’s Church of England Junior School by forming a federation with one head teacher and one governing body by January 2012 leading to an amalgamation by September 2012.  A letter, drafted by the Chairman and Town Clerk, had been sent to Wiltshire Council confirming this resolution. Closed
11.26
Membership of the Wiltshire Association of Local Councils (WALC) Members resolved that the Town Council becomes a member of the Association for a trial period to March 2013 reviewing the option during the 2013/14 precept round.  It was agreed that the annual subscription for 2011/12 (offered at a reduced rate) should be paid from General Reserves and that the subscription for 2012/13 be included as part of the precept calculations for 2012/12.  An invoice for £389.76 has been received and paid. Closed
11.27
Olympics 2012 – Members had agreed that the Town Council should nominate a local torch bearer for the Olympics 2012.  The route would not be confirmed until November 2011 but it was clear that it may involve a number of Wiltshire’s communities and it was important that people actually from the county should carry the torch when it was in Wiltshire.  Members agreed to pass suggestions for possible nominees to the Town Clerk by Friday, 29th July, who would make nominations via the Lloyds Bank campaign.  A nomination for a local, young successful tennis player was being submitted. Ongoing


	11.36
	Consultation on Cricklade and Area Community Campus
Cllr Szybiak, Chair of the Shadow Community Operations Board, gave an overview of the consultation currently underway and its preliminary findings. A briefing note was also circulated to Members. The consultation was due to finish on 16th September and a report on the exercise would be made at the Area Board meeting scheduled for Wednesday, 12th October.  The Town Council had been asked for a corporate view on the proposals as part of this initial consultation phase.  Main points of discussion were:

· That the exercise was an initial consultation to gauge public views to the campus proposal and further consultation would take place once a more concrete plan was in place 
· There had, so far, been a low response to the exercise (150 responses from Cricklade and the wider surrounding area)

· There had been only a limited response from young people and this was currently being addressed
· A wide range of services should be available in the town centre and be easily accessible both geographically and timewise

· The consultation  would help to judge whether existing facilities were efficient and fit for purpose
· That is was important that, whatever the outcome, any facility should not impact on Cricklade’s limited public open space (such as the playing fields or school).  

· The limited space in the Framework Boundary also needed to be protected

· The cost implications of an outcome which was likely to involve a devolution of services to local level

· That any options must represent the views of residents

Members RESOLVED that a letter drafted by the Chairman and the Town Clerk should be sent to the Shadow Community Operations Board in response to the consultation setting out the main points as follows:
i) That Cricklade Town Council welcomes what is, in effect, a review of local services

i) Public services should be easily accessible both geographically and with regard to time taken to access them

ii) That it was important to ensure that there was adequate open space for the needs of the community 

iii) That any devolution of services to the Town Council should be included as part of the overall project proposal. 


	11.37
11.38

11.39

11.40


	Area Board Update

Cllr Tetlow reported that there had been no Area Board meeting since the last Full Town Council meeting and the next one was scheduled for Wednesday, 12th October which was to be held at Cricklade Town Hall.

Wiltshire Council Report

Councillor Colmer updated Members on the following:

Waste Collection Service – Changes to collections would begin in the next few weeks.  Cricklade’s Climate Change Action network (CCAN) was arranging a local road show in the lead up to this.

Youth Service Provision – Recent Cabinet papers confirmed that £450,000 was to be shaved from the Budget.  Cricklade’s Youth Worker would be retained but volunteers would be needed to provide an adequate service

Parking – A deficit was predicted due to poor revenue returns on parking charges.   There had been a change of charging policy with regard to car parks in Salisbury and this may well impact on larger towns.

Budget – The budget was under pressure with further cuts inevitable.  Health and Adult Social Care was likely to be heavily affected.

School Buses – Not all families in Wiltshire had been informed about the availability of school bus places though Cricklade had not been affected by this.  

Eastern Roundabout – Following de-regulation, Wiltshire Council was due to adopt the roundabout on 9th September.

Remembrance Sunday 2011 

Members NOTED a report by the Town Clerk recommending that, as in 2010, the Town Council again makes the Front Office available for the collection of wreaths and provides light refreshments prior to the Remembrance Parade on Sunday 13th November. 
Members RESOLVED that the Town Council offers the same involvement in the Remembrance Day Parade as in 2010 in terms of use of the Front Office and that officers provide administrative help around road closures and also that these arrangements are now dealt with on an annual basis.
Councillors Training
Members NOTED a report by the Town Clerk about training opportunities offered by the Wiltshire Association of Local Councils (WALC).  
Members RESOLVED that training be arranged through WALC for a 2 hour session led by the Association Secretary covering law, procedures, Members Interests, etc for all Members and officers at an inclusive price of £250.  And those Councillors wishing to opt for more in-depth training should deal with this as a separate, private arrangement.  


	11.41
11.42

	Committee Minutes

Members approved the minutes of the following meetings: 

Planning, Conservation & Transport – 27th June, 18th July and 8th August, Community & Leisure – 28th June and 26th July, Personnel Sub Committee – 16th February 

Liaison with Outside Bodies

Members gave verbal updates on  the following organisations: 

Thames Hall Management Committee – Cllr Chapman reported that an informal user group meeting had been held.  A report would be submitted to the P&R meeting on 12th September.

Cricklade Leisure Centre – Drainage problems had been rectified.  Bookings had risen.  The next meeting was scheduled for 6th September.

Operational Flood Working Group – The Gas Lane investigations continue.  A GPS scan of the area had been requested.  An engineering solution was the likely recommendation which would be affected by the restrictions associated with the Town Walls/Scheduled Monument.
Playing Fields Committee – A successful meeting and AGM had taken place attended by Cllrs Case and Robertson at the Town Council offices.  Plans were to update the constitution reflecting day to day usage of the playing fields.


	
	Area Board Highways and Transport Group – Cllr Harmer reported that a meeting had taken place where it was made clear that no or only limited funding was available for the Community Area. Problems around enforcement of 20mph limits as well Wiltshire Council’s Issue Logging system continued.  No real outcomes from the meeting for Cricklade.


	
	Heritage Trail – A draft Interpretation Board for the Thames Bridge had been prepared. The Partnership Team was hoping to work with Prior Park School on a further board and a board for St Mary’s was awaiting production. 
Liaison with Schools – Cllr Clarke confirmed that the Governors of both schools met on 1st September and voted in favour of an amalgamation of St Sampson’s Infant School and St Sampson’s CoE Junior School.  Closure of the Infant School would take place in September 2012 when the junior school would, in effect, expand to take in the infants.  It had been a finely balanced decision.  The consultation report was available on the Wiltshire Council website.
Town Plan Steering Group – Cllr Szybiak confirmed that there had been a meeting on 31st August to which Community First’s, Marian Rayner had attended.  A call for further volunteers was being made via the Chronicle.  Members AGREED that the Town Clerk should liaise with the Chair of the Steering Group to re-iterate that the Town Council was keen to support the community group’s efforts and would be happy to do this in some sort of co-ordinating role.  And that a meeting should be arranged to discuss this possibility.

	
	Meeting closed at 8.53pm
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